COUNCIL

one and all - onen hag oll

Introduction and Overview
September 2025

(#) www.cornwall.gov.uk

Information Classification: PUBLIC



Information Classification: PUBLIC

(#) www.cornwall.gov.uk



Information Classification: PUBLIC

NPS can include “Local matters” — these are defined

What are NPS?
in the LURA:

* Introduced in the LURA 2023 development, or the management or use of land

A way for communities to set . housing in the neighbourhood area,

. «  _exe the natural environment
out their priorities for growth
the economy

and development . public spaces
infrastructure, facilities or services or
other features of the neighbourhood area.

* A simpler way to influence
development in a local area

* Requires public consultation

e Statutory obligation for the LPA
to take published statements
into account when determining
the policies of the Local Plan



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Neighbourhood Priority Statement (NPS) is produced by communities to let Cornwall Council know your priorities for your area. You do not have to produce one, but they are a way to influence the new Local Plan and have a real say in how growth can benefit your area in the longer term. They are similar to Neighbourhood Plans but shorter, focussed on priorities and do not contain planning policies or allocations. They set out the ambitions and priorities of communities in terms of the need for infrastructure, the design and location of new housing and the places where more growth is inappropriate. Cornwall Council has a statutory obligation to endorse and take published statements into account when determining the policies of the new Local Plan. This pilot takes place before we know all the details from government on exactly how NPS will work. The templates and suggestions are there to help you make your statement in a way that will tell us how growth and change can improve your place and your priorities for infrastructure and investment.

The Levelling Up and Regeneration Act (LURA) introduced Neighbourhood Priority Statements (NPS) as a simpler approach to neighbourhood planning. Although we don’t yet have all the detail on how the process will work, the intention is clear: to allow communities to have more say in how new development can benefit them. An NPS will allow you to set out how you want new development to shape your community and make it a better place to live, work and invest in. It can help to ensure that development is planned in the right places and provides the necessary infrastructure to meet the needs of new and existing residents. It can explain how new development should look so that it enhances a sense of place and preserves valued heritage characteristics

NPS can include ‘Local Matters – these are 
 “Local matters” are such matters as the Secretary of State may prescribe, relating to— a. development, or the management or use of land, in or affecting the neighbourhood area, b. housing in the neighbourhood area, c. the natural environment in the neighbourhood area, d. the economy in the neighbourhood area, e. public spaces in the neighbourhood area, f. the infrastructure, facilities or services available in the neighbourhood area, or g. other features of the neighbourhood area. 
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* NDPs contain policies to add detail or local
focus to policies in the current Local Plan;
most NDPs in Cornwall run until 2030 in line
with the LP.

* NPS will give communities an opportunity to
influence the development policies in the
new Local Plan

* Focus is on community priorities for growth
— what benefits can new development bring
to the existing community?

* Do not contain Planning Policies

* Do not require Examination or Referendum
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Community priorities
Where should new development go?
Key infrastructure requirements
Design and materials
Placeshaping
Community infrastructure – green spaces, footpaths, cycle paths, village halls, placeshaping
Types of homes
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A Neighbourhood Priority Statement (NPS) can be produced by any community (town or parish) to
tell Cornwall Council about the local priorities for your area.

* There is no obligation to produce one, but they can be a great way to engage with your community and influence
the new Local Plan by telling us how growth can benefit your area in the longer term.

*  Much shorter (10-15 pages) than Neighbourhood Plans with a focus on priorities; do not contain planning policies
or allocations.

* They set out the ambitions and priorities of communities in terms of the need for infrastructure, the design and
location of new housing, connectivity and other local priorities.

*  All NPS will require public consultation

*  Cornwall Council must take published statements into account when deciding the policies and approach in the new
Local Plan; all NPS meeting the requirements will be published by Cornwall Council and considered as we develop
the policies for the Local Plan

*  We've been running a pilot process over spring / summer 2025 and will roll the process out to all town and parish
councils in late 2025

*  We'd like all communities to produce one of these so that we have an understanding of different priorities across
Cornwall, and so that we can use them to help make decisions about growth and infrastructure

*  Templates and guidance will be provided to make the process as straightforward as possible

neighbourhoodplanning@cornwall.gov.uk
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e 9 parishes - Gwennap, Gwinear-Gwithian, Helston, Lanner, Lostwithiel,
Probus, St Day, St Erme and St Mellion

« Commenced April 2025

e Supported by the Neighbourhood Planning Team

* Arange of guidance and templates, along with engagement sessions and 1:1
advice

* Support with production — maps, content, diagrams, images, data

* Local Plan Survey on Let’s Talk with parish level feedback; some councils have
also carried out their own consultations

* Expect first drafts imminently

 We will refine and publish templates and guidance as the pilot concludes

* All NPS will be published on the CC website

(#) www.cornwall.gov.uk
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* We have a challenging housing target — most places will have some housing
growth

* Understanding community priorities will help to ensure that development
brings wider community benefits

* It will help us to produce policy that will benefit all of us

* They will form an important part of the Local Plan evidence base

 They can be used to identify community priorities in relation to CIL and other
infrastructure spending

* They can be used by communities to apply for other sources of funding

* There is an intention to report back to communities on how we have
reflected their priorities in Local Plan policy (or explain why we haven’t)

(#) www.cornwall.gov.uk
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 Meaningful input to the Local Plan process

* Engagement with your community about
new development and how it can benefit
your places

* Aclear expression of the priorities and
ambitions of your communities, produced
in consultation with residents

A document that can be used to support

appllcatlons for funding for Iocal prOJects
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Tell us about how your town or parish functions today.

* What works well? What do residents value about living in S;;D'u,w,;;'-"
your parish? |

* What are the key landscape and heritage features that
make your places special?

* What doesn’t work well — what do residents complain
about? What are the key issues that get raised with the

PC/TC?
* What would really improve life for the people who live in
your places? Inchideat eas oy
« What could growth deliver that would enhance your ctoomn
places?

* What kind of homes does your community need?
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* Introduction (1/2 page)

* Key Data — some of the key facts and figures about your
place (where parishes have multiple larger settlements,
you may want to do this by settlement) (1/2 page)

e Our Priorities — a prioritised list of the most important
things for your town / parish over the longer term. Ideally,
no more than 10. (1 page)

e Key diagram — a visual summary of the priorities in your
statement. CC can help you to produce these. (1 page)

* Town / Parish Today — a summary of your town / parish
today exploring strengths and weaknesses of different
settlements(1-2 pages)

e Vision — set out what you want your parish to be like in
2050 — what will have changed, what will be preserved
etc (1/2 page)

* Objectives — a more detailed exploration of different
issues — these will be the basis for your priorities; use the
templates to help with this. (3-4 pages)

* Summary of Community Engagement (1/2 page)

(#) www.cornwall.gov.uk
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Your vision is a key part of your NPS, setting out how your
communities want their places to grow and change. This
should be quite detailed and specific and give anyone
reading your NPS a clear idea of the changes that your
community wants to see to make sure that growth
benefits the community. Your vision should contain your

community priorities for change.
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There is a new process for developing a

Local Plan with much tighter timescales.

We are awaiting the final publication of
regulations and guidance.

We expect to be given permission to

formally start the process of developing

the new Local Plan in early 2026

The Local Plan process will take 30 [ June 2026 |
months from start to finish.

All NPS will need to be completed within
around 12-15 months from our start date
to give us enough time to take them into
consideration — we’ll confirm the
timelines for this as soon as we are given
a start date

WEe’'ll be inviting all town and parish
councils to begin the process later this
year — register an interest now at
neighbourhoodplanning@cornwall.gov.uk

Dec 2026

Dec 2028
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Formal stages

Informal
Evidence
gathering
and initial
consultation
with

stakeholders

Scoping
and early
participation

Plan visioning
and strategy
development

Evidence
gathering and
drafting the
plan

Engagement,
Proposing
changes,
submission

Consider if
review of
plan
required
after 5 years
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= gateway check between informal and formal stages of plan

making.

* Establishes PID and engagement method — front loading
+ Includes some of the stages of former Reg 18 — creation of

issues and options. Basis of vision and strategy.

= Notify stakeholders and invite views on scope of plan

= Establishes vision and aims and objectives of the plan.

Confirms evidence requirements and topics to be covered in
policies.

= Consultation to establish vision, aims and objectives and

options available to deliver them

= Decide on appropriate strategy and options that will deliver

vision, aims and objectives

= Formal engagement follows member sign off after gateway 2
« Amendments are possible following equivalent of Reg 19

consultation and before submission (not currently allowed).

« Assume gateway check follows engagement/precedes

submission

Plan must be adopted within one month of EiP


mailto:neighbourhoodplanning@cornwall.gov.uk
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	What are NPS?
	What are NPS?
	What are NPS?

	Artifact
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Introduced in the LURA 2023

	•
	•
	A way for communities to set out their priorities for growth and development

	•
	•
	A simpler way to influence development in a local area

	•
	•
	Requires public consultation

	•
	•
	Statutory obligation for the LPA to take published statements into account when determining the policies of the Local Plan



	Figure
	NPS can include “Local matters” – these are defined in the LURA: 
	NPS can include “Local matters” – these are defined in the LURA: 
	a.
	a.
	a.
	development, or the management or use of land

	b.
	b.
	housing in the neighbourhood area, 

	c.
	c.
	the natural environment 

	d.
	d.
	the economy 

	e.
	e.
	public spaces 

	f.
	f.
	infrastructure, facilities or services or 

	g.
	g.
	other features of the neighbourhood area. 




	Differences to Neighbourhood Development Plans
	Differences to Neighbourhood Development Plans
	Differences to Neighbourhood Development Plans

	•
	•
	•
	•
	NDPs contain policies to add detail or local focus to policies in the current Local Plan; most NDPs in Cornwall run until 2030 in line with the LP.

	•
	•
	NPS will give communities an opportunity to influence the development policies in the new Local Plan 

	•
	•
	Focus is on community priorities for growth – what benefits can new development bring  to the existing community?

	•
	•
	Do not contain Planning Policies

	•
	•
	Do not require Examination or Referendum
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	Neighbourhood Priority Statements
	Neighbourhood Priority Statements
	Neighbourhood Priority Statements

	A Neighbourhood Priority Statement (NPS) can be produced by any community (town or parish) to tell Cornwall Council about the local priorities for your area. 
	A Neighbourhood Priority Statement (NPS) can be produced by any community (town or parish) to tell Cornwall Council about the local priorities for your area. 
	•
	•
	•
	There is no obligation to produce one, but they can be a great way to engage with your community and influence the new Local Plan by telling us how growth can benefit your area in the longer term. 

	•
	•
	Much shorter (10-15 pages) than Neighbourhood Plans with a focus on priorities; do not contain planning policies or allocations. 

	•
	•
	They set out the ambitions and priorities of communities in terms of the need for infrastructure, the design and location of new housing, connectivity and other local priorities. 

	•
	•
	All NPS will require public consultation

	•
	•
	Cornwall Council must take published statements into account when deciding the policies and approach in the new Local Plan; all NPS meeting the requirements will be published by Cornwall Council and considered as we develop the policies for the Local Plan

	•
	•
	We’ve been running a pilot process over spring / summer 2025 and will roll the process out to all town and parish councils in late 2025

	•
	•
	We’d like all communities to produce one of these so that we have an understanding of different priorities across Cornwall, and so that we can use them to help make decisions about growth and infrastructure

	•
	•
	Templates and guidance will be provided to make the process as straightforward as possible

	•
	•
	Rollout to all parishes expected in late 2025 – Register an interest now by emailing 
	neighbourhoodplanning@cornwall.gov.uk





	The Pilot
	The Pilot
	The Pilot

	•
	•
	•
	•
	9 parishes - Gwennap, Gwinear-Gwithian, Helston, Lanner, Lostwithiel, Probus, St Day, St Erme and St Mellion

	•
	•
	Commenced April 2025

	•
	•
	Supported by the Neighbourhood Planning Team

	•
	•
	A range of guidance and templates, along with engagement sessions and 1:1 advice

	•
	•
	Support with production – maps, content, diagrams, images, data

	•
	•
	Local Plan Survey on Let’s Talk with parish level feedback; some councils have also carried out their own consultations

	•
	•
	Expect first drafts imminently

	•
	•
	We will refine and publish templates and guidance as the pilot concludes

	•
	•
	All NPS will be published on the CC website




	Why are CC encouraging parishes to produce one of these?
	Why are CC encouraging parishes to produce one of these?
	Why are CC encouraging parishes to produce one of these?

	•
	•
	•
	•
	We have a challenging housing target – most places will have some housing growth

	•
	•
	Understanding community priorities will help to ensure that development brings wider community benefits 

	•
	•
	It will help us to produce policy that will benefit all of us

	•
	•
	They will form an important part of the Local Plan evidence base

	•
	•
	They can be used to identify community priorities in relation to CIL and other infrastructure spending

	•
	•
	They can be used by communities to apply for other sources of funding 

	•
	•
	There is an intention to report back to communities on how we have reflected their priorities in Local Plan policy (or explain why we haven’t)
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	Why should communities produce one of these

	•
	•
	•
	•
	Meaningful input to the Local Plan process

	•
	•
	Engagement with your community about new development and how it can benefit your places

	•
	•
	A clear expression of the priorities and ambitions of your communities, produced in consultation with residents

	•
	•
	A document that can be used to support applications for funding for local projects from a variety of sources
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	Figure
	Figure
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	Template
	Template

	Figure
	Tell us about how your town or parish functions today.
	Tell us about how your town or parish functions today.
	•
	•
	•
	What works well? What do residents value about living in your parish?

	•
	•
	What are the key landscape and heritage features that make your places special?

	•
	•
	What doesn’t work well – what do residents complain about? What are the key issues that get raised with the PC / TC?

	•
	•
	What would really improve life for the people who live in your places?

	•
	•
	What could growth deliver that would enhance your places?

	•
	•
	What kind of homes does your community need?




	Contents (10 pages)
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	Contents (10 pages)

	Figure
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Introduction (1/2 page)

	•
	•
	Key Data – some of the key facts and figures about your place (where parishes have multiple larger settlements, you may want to do this by settlement) (1/2 page)

	•
	•
	Our Priorities – a prioritised list of the most important things for your town / parish over the longer term. Ideally, no more than 10. (1 page)

	•
	•
	Key diagram – a visual summary of the priorities in your statement. CC can help you to produce these. (1 page)

	•
	•
	Town / Parish Today – a summary of your town / parish today exploring strengths and weaknesses of different settlements(1-2 pages)

	•
	•
	Vision – set out what you want your parish to be like in 2050 – what will have changed, what will be preserved etc (1/2 page)

	•
	•
	Objectives – a more detailed exploration of different issues – these will be the basis for your priorities; use the templates to help with this. (3-4 pages)

	•
	•
	Summary of Community Engagement (1/2 page)
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	Figure
	Your vision is a key part of your NPS, setting out how your communities want their places to grow and change. This should be quite detailed and specific and give anyone reading your NPS a clear idea of the changes that your community wants to see to make sure that growth benefits the community. Your vision should contain your community priorities for change.
	Your vision is a key part of your NPS, setting out how your communities want their places to grow and change. This should be quite detailed and specific and give anyone reading your NPS a clear idea of the changes that your community wants to see to make sure that growth benefits the community. Your vision should contain your community priorities for change.
	Objectives
	Use the tables to help you understand the different topics as appropriate; inform the objectives with the feedback from your community. 

	Vision and Objectives
	Vision and Objectives
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	Artifact
	Lots of useful guidance in the Template document
	Lots of useful guidance in the Template document



	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	There is a new process for developing a Local Plan with much tighter timescales. We are awaiting the final publication of regulations and guidance.

	•
	•
	We expect to be given permission to formally start the process of developing the new Local Plan in early 2026

	•
	•
	The Local Plan process will take 30 months from start to finish.

	•
	•
	All NPS will need to be completed within around 12-15 months from our start date to give us enough time to take them into consideration – we’ll confirm the timelines for this as soon as we are given a start date

	•
	•
	We’ll be inviting all town and parish councils to begin the process later this year – register an interest now at 
	neighbourhoodplanning@cornwall.gov.uk
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